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Foreword

In recent decades, many Western institutions have made significant efforts
to portray Muslims as the “Other”. This is evident in various arenas, from po-
litical campaigns that aim to “protect” the West from an imagined “Islamic
invasion” to cinematic depictions that portray Muslims solely as symbols of
violence, backwardness, oppressors of women, and the killers of innocents.

This guidebook aims to highlight the widespread phenomenon of Islam-
ophobia in the media, which presents Muslims in negative frames that de-
humanise them. It seeks to showcase examples of such stereotyping in
news reportage, cinema and political discourse, while also highlighting how
professional journalism can address and correct these practices by adher-
ing to journalistic standards.

The author has collaborated with a team of academics and experts who
have years of experience studying Islamophobia in depth and understand-
ing its roots.

Even though this guidebook is being published after October 7, 2023 amid
the Israeli aggression against civilians in Gaza, a significant part of it was
completed prior to that. While we cannot assert that the anti-Muslim rhet-
oric has changed since, it has certainly become more explicit, even among
institutions that have long purported to uphold liberal principles and high
journalistic values.

Therefore, at a time when the humanity of Palestinian citizens is being dis-
regarded, this guide is dedicated to those who want to uphold the princi-
ples of professional journalism and presenting the unfiltered truth to their
audiences. Its ultimate purpose is to serve journalism’s core objective, to
inform the pubilic.

- Al Jazeera Media Institute



“It’s a slow news day, Mohammed! Go blow something up”...

“l was a young producer working in a prestigious newsroom. It happened
over a decade ago, and to this day | think of this crude joke,” a Canadian
journalist told me, referring to how Islamophobia exists everywhere if you’re
Muslim and invisible to everyone else.

The UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion has found that suspicion,
discrimination and outright hatred towards Muslims have risen to “epidemic
proportions”. According to the Pew Research Center, 78 percent of Amer-
icans say that Muslims in the US face “some” or “a lot” of discrimination.

The extent of Islamophobia is becoming more evident as its impact affects
millions of people all over the world.

Whether it is in legislation or unwarranted public anger and violence, what is
critical to countering narratives of division and hate is high-quality, unbiased
journalism.

This booklet will help to untangle the specific strands of hate which are Is-
lamophobia, often mangled into a mesh of xenophobia and racism.

The advent of social media has made it important to have a clear view of
what is unacceptable and how to avoid bigotry, hate and tropes which can
be found abundantly in many Western narratives.

It's challenging to have knowledge and understanding of a different culture
and that is often only visible through regurgitated stereotypes and miscon-
ceptions. These could result in tensions and hurt, and in extreme violence
as well. Understanding terminology and the origins of common stereotypes
about Muslims is helpful in discerning the difference.

This guide will provide a brief understanding of everyday Islamophobic
manifestations around us and also a guideline on best practices on covering
Islam and Muslims. It will serve as a handy toolkit for journalists, Muslims
and non-Muslims alike, ensuring their reporting approaches this topic with
accuracy, balance and nuance.

Osama Bin Javaid
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CHAPTER 1
UNDERSTANDING

Many journalists are mindful of their own biases and work hard to ensure
balance. Yet so much that’s written about Muslims and Islam is steeped in
tropes, bigotry and hate. The logical conclusion is that there isn’t enough
awareness of what constitutes an Islamophobic imbalance.

According to the United Nations', “Islamophobia is a fear, prejudice and
hatred of Muslims that leads to provocation, hostility and intolerance by
means of threatening, harassment, abuse, incitement and intimidation of
Muslims and non-Muslims, both in the online and offline world. Motivated
by institutional, ideological, political and religious hostility that transcends




In his book, The Fear of Islam: An
Introduction to Islamophobia in the
West, author Todd Green describes
Islamophobia as “the fear of and
hostility toward Muslims and Islam
that is rooted in racism and that re-
sults in individual and systemic dis-
crimination, exclusion, and violence
targeting Muslims and those per-
ceived as Muslim”.

Yasir Qadhi says, “any system of be-
liefs or any manifestation of the in-
herent preposition that Muslims are
somehow more prone to violence,
or somehow not able to fit into the
modern world or somehow an im-
pediment to progress; that Muslims
as an entirety are a problem, in any
sense of the word, would be the ba-
sis of Islamophobia”.

Journalists must always contextual-
ise what they are writing. It’s import-
ant to understand that there’s typi-
cally a deeper reason for whatever
the story might be.

The term appeared as “Islam-
ophobie” in French literature
in the early 20th century as a
designation for anti-Muslim
sentiments and policies and
was popularised in English in
the late 1990s. Islamophobia is
a type of xenophobia, or fear of
foreigners or foreign things.?

En' i i
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ANTI-MUSLIM
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In the last two decades, one event
and its aftermath has been a catalyst
in demonising Muslims and Islam,
the attack on the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York on September 11,
2001. For those of us old enough,
we can tell the younger generation

that we live in a post 9/11 world.

“One of the main causes in recent
times has been the war on ter-
ror,” Qadhi says. “And the horrific
events of 9/11, which have been
decontextualised from the realities
of the back and forth between the
West and the various aspects of the
Muslim world. And if one were to
contextualise it, nobody’s going to
sympathise with terrorism

In the United States, Michael
Rolince, FBI special agent in charge
of counterterrorism, Washington,
DC, says that more than 500,000
American Muslims were interviewed
by the FBI. The same Islamophobic
rhetoric has been used around the
world to target Muslims.

Imam Abdul Malik Mujahid argues
there is an “evil nexus” between ter-
rorism, the so-called “war on terror”
and Islamophobia, which are not only
connected but mutually reinforce
each other.

“This has devastated the lives of
Muslims around the world. China
calls Uighurs ‘terrorists’ putting them
in detention camps; Burma calls Ro-
hingyas ‘foreigner ists’




Much of what has been written, re-
ported and portrayed in the last two
decades has been through the lens
of the war on terror and its ensuing
military interventions from Asia to
the Middle East. Muslim communi-
ties have also had a constant cloud
of suspicion, fear and surveillance
hanging over their heads.

Two decades after the September
11 attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter, the hate aimed at Muslims has
spilled over from harassment to the
actual murder of Muslims.

ticular and others have done. So,
if you understand these acts as a
reaction to political causes, which
is what they are, automatically that
changes and you understand this
isn’t necessarily from the religion,
as much as it is the standard back
and forth that takes place between
civilisations and between compet-
ing entities.”

The ensuing “war on terror” led
to a wave of attacks in Europe. In
France, terrorist acts are extensively
covered by news media. These acts
have often been associated with Is-
lam and the Muslim community re-
siding in France, even though police
investigations have establi
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CHAPTER 3
POP CULTURE

AND

“Hollywood had turned to casting
Arabs in the roles of villains after
the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the end of the Cold War”. Rich-
ard Schickel wrote this when Time
Magazine was a glossy publication
printed, distributed and sold on
newsstands.

Now take a step back and think of
Muslim characters in most (if not all)
blockbusters, TV series, Netflix dra-
mas or even comedy shows.

Muslims rarely appear on screen and
when they do, they are often nega-
tively stereotyped. Attitudes towards
Muslims may be formed by a variety
of factors. However, mass media is a
component within the control of sto-
rytellers and content creators.

Research led by Stacy L Smith, the
founder and director of the Annen-
berg Inclusion Initiative at the An-
nenberg School for Communication
& Journalism at the University of
Southern California, highlights that

5 https://annenberg.usc.edu/research/aii

it is important to understand how
often, and in what context Muslim
characters appear in entertainment
which we ingest on a daily basis.®

It has a direct impact on our inher-
ent biases, preconceived notions
and subliminal visual imagery of an
entire people, simply based on their
set of beliefs.

Hollywood has exploited age-old
stereotypes about Arabs instead of
addressing them.

Jack Shaheen, author of Reel Bad
Arabs, writes that Arabs are made
to appear backward and danger-
ous When you look at them through
the distorted lens of Hollywood.
He’s documented the rise in hate
crimes after September 11 due to
the spread of stereotypes in West-
ern cinema. In his lectures, Shaheen
cites the history of the Nazis’ distor-
tion of Jews, which was delivered to
the masses through films and other
propaganda; whichin turn:-paved
the way for the Holocaust.
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IMPACT
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* New York Police Department’s dis-
criminatory surveillance of Muslim New
Yorkers

» The FBI’s surveillance in Southern Cal-
ifornia’s Muslim community

+ Congressional hearings on the so-
called “radicalisation” of the American
Muslim community

» Unconstitutional administration of the
“no-fly list”

» FBI mapping of local communities and
businesses based on race and ethnicity

* Anti-terrorism financing laws
* Invasive questioning at US borders

+ Government discrimination against
Muslims

+ Discrimination against Muslims in pub-
lic schools

+ Mosques and
community centres;
Ongoing vandalism
and resistance to
new mosques

+ Discrimination based on appearance

+ Discrimination against Muslim women

* Discrimination against prisoners

+ Discrimination against Muslims in the
Armed Forces

« Infiltration and surveillance of Mosques
and Muslim communities



ISLAMOPHOBIA



The global war on terror was predi-
cated on anti-Muslim tropes.
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iased reportlng and deba%es
as well as laws that seem contradictory to
the principle of secularism, a traditional pil-
~ lar of French society.

* Secularism advocates for the neutrality of

crimination and denial of right Imam MUJa-
hid says these include “the infamous Mus-
lim ban by the US and the French ban on
Muslim clothing. The Islamophobic rhetoric
has translated into public policy in Europe.
At least 12 European countries have some
form of a hijab ban. There are 11 European
countries that have effectively banned Ha-
lal meat slaughter. Discrimination against
Muslim minorities
has led to genocide
of Muslim minorities.
The International
Court of Justice has
provisionally  ruled

that Rohingya faced

genocide, and the

genocidal policies
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~ the state in religious matters and the sep-
~ aration of civil and religious spheres. This
~ ensures individuals’ right to practise the reli-
“gion of their choice and dress in accordance

ith their beliefs. Nevertheless, measures
at appear to primarily target the Muslim

- community have been recently implement-

, including the ban on burgas, street

‘prayers, burkinis, veils in schools, and more.
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Restrictions or suspensions of civil
liberties:

Restrictions on freedom of religion:

Surveillance and profiling:

Torture:
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CHAPTER 7
OF NEWS MEDIA

-a widespread
misnomer which is racist, Islamophobic
and inaccurate. Yet somehow, it continues
to creep up on mainstream media in multi-
ple languages. Ever wonder why?

News outlets (TV, print, digital) fail to ex-
plicitly designate terrorists, who at times
but not always, happen to be Muslims, as
an aberration to the vast majority of peace-
ful, law-abiding citizens. There is little to no
reporting on Muslim culture, events, family
lives, unless there is an “extreme” element
attached to it. Most reporting is done with
the Middle East in wider focus and Israel,
in particular. Palestinian journalists have
repeatedly pointed at the skewed framing
of stories, the language, the narrative and
even facts being reported in mainstream
outlets. It became even more evident
when Russia occupied Ukrainian territory
and the media reported it in stark contrast
to how the Israeli occupation, as per the
United Nations, is reported.

Language plays a key role with adjectives
such as radical, extremist and fundamen-
talist often slapped only on stories involv-
ing Muslims. The digital transformation of
the media landscape has made it even
more problematic as websites lure audi-
ences with clickbait and sensationalism.

Omar Suleiman says seemingly innocent
questions are often loaded with Islam-
ophobic presumptions. “Why haven’t
you [as an imam] condemned the Taliban
for...?” | was recently asked this question

after delivering a speech at the Oxford
Union. Why am |, a Palestinian-American,
responsible for condemning the govern-
ment of Afghanistan? In asking this ques-
tion, the Islamophobes, and those in the
middle of the ideological aisle, have ste-
reotypes reinforced. If | ignore the question
in its entirety, the stereotypes are further
solidified. Compare the context of this
question to that of a rabbi in the US - who
has no history of publicly supporting Israeli
apartheid - being asked to condemn Israeli
crimes after delivering a speech.”

Journalists often conflate Islam and Mus-
lims with violence, providing dispropor-
tionate coverage of stories involving Mus-
lims and violence, says Todd Green. Islam
in general, and Muslim men, in particular,
are the sources of oppression.

Journalists also tend to frame Muslim
women as inherently and uniquely op-
pressed. Stories of so-called honour kill-
ings and women forced to veil have been
prominent in Western media stories.

“Muslim women who cover their hair or
bodies are oppressed or benighted” Diane
Winston says about the regular portrayal
of how the media reports on Muslims.

“Inaccuracies such as; most if not all Mus-
lims are religiously orthodox. Reports often
convey Muslims have dual allegiance and
there is a reductive approach to Muslims
and Islam. There is rarely a report on Mus-
lim diversity and very few, if any, stories on
Muslims as ‘normal’ Americans.”



CHAPTER 8
WHEN NEWSROOMS
GET IT WRONG

CASE STUDIES: =
HOW THE MEDIA ADVERTENTLY OR INADVERTENTLY PERPETUATES
ISLAMOPHOBIA

MUSLIM JOURNALISTS AROUND YOU

At the Canadian public broadcaster CBC, a Muslim journalist recalls being in a
large meeting where a prominent reporter, under the guise of “look how racist
my relative is”, mocked a Muslim prayer item. It was to be used as a bathroom
mat so the racist relative could wipe on it. This was an amusing quip for the
newsroom meeting. So even in large, mainstream newsrooms, journalists and
news leaders don’t always realise they have bought into an Islamophobic nar-
rative.

The Muslim journalist is convinced his colleague held no conscious bias towards
his faith or its practice, but was merely falling prey to unconscious bias that has
been ingrained by society and media.




OKLAHOMA BOMBING

But the issue is wider than Muslim journalists facing Islamophobia, it’s a detri-
mental force for an entire community.

In the immediate aftermath of the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, CBS News
terrorism expert, Steven Emerson, indicated: “This was done with the attempt
to inflict as many casualties as possible. This is a Middle Eastern trait. Okla-
homa City, | can tell you, is probably considered one of the largest centres of
Islamic radical activity outside the Middle East.” Other media outlets repeated
this speculation that the perpetrator was possibly from the Middle East, again
without evidence. Ultimately, the perpetrator was Timothy McVeigh, a white,
Christian American and Gulf War veteran.

Todd Green lists this as advertent to the extent that Emerson has proven over
time to be a major peddler of Islamophobic tropes. The fact that other media
outlets picked up this analysis after Oklahoma City and reproduced it is more
inadvertent Islamophobia.




ANTHRAX ATTACKS

In October 2001, the New York Times speculated at length on the possibility that
associates of the al-Qaeda hijackers were behind the wave of anthrax attacks
taking place in the US at the time, without evidence to support such a claim. It
was later revealed that the perpetrator of the anthrax attacks was a researcher
for the US Army.




COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

Thomas Friedman, a New York Times foreign affairs columnist, wrote a column
in 2005 in which he claimed: “To this day - to this day - no major Muslim cleric
or religious body has ever issued a fatwa condemning Osama bin Laden.” The
message was clear - prominent Muslims implicitly condone the 9/11 attacks
and those behind the attacks. The problem was that Friedman was wrong. The
New York Times itself published a full-page advertisement one month after the
attacks that contained statements from prominent Muslim scholars and leaders
denouncing the attacks. Signatories included the grand mufti of Saudi Arabia,
the king of Jordan and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation. Friedman’s
claim was factually incorrect, but it did perpetuate a narrative in which Muslims
are prone to condone violence.




FGM: CULTURAL NOT ‘ISLAMIC’ ISSUE

CNN'’s Don Lemon and Alisyn Camerota interviewed the scholar Reza Aslan.
They asked him to respond to claims by the comedian and political commenta-
tor, Bill Maher, in which he claimed that Muslims are violent and intolerant. Aslan
disputed this claim, and then gave an example from Maher in which Maher was
factually incorrect - the claim that female genital mutilation is an “Islamic prob-
lem” whereas there are Christian communities and countries with large Chris-
tian populations that practise FGM, and that there are plenty of Muslim-majority
countries in which FGM is not a prominent practice. When Aslan tried to offer
nuance to understandings of Muslim women by indicating that there are Mus-
lim women who struggle with receiving basic rights in some countries and yet
Muslim women in other countries have been elected as heads of state (unlike
the United States which has yet to elect a woman as head of state). Lemon
responded: “In many countries, Muslim women are not part of free and open
societies.” Aslan replied by affirming this was the case in countries like Iran and
Saudi Arabia, but in other countries - Turkey, Indonesia and Malaysia - Muslim
women have many more freedoms.

The exchange in this interview is quite illustrative of mainstream journalists re-
lying on simplistic notions of oppressed Muslim women (and Islam as the op-
pressor of Muslim women) and getting defensive when called out on their biased
assumptions.




DISCRIMINATION

A French journalist who is suing a major news agency narrated how he was
picked on for being a Muslim, treated differently, denied religious holidays and
eventually let go for identifying biases when Israeli and Palestinian protesters
were treated differently by the newsroom.




TYPECASTING

Journalists should think of the golden rule: treat others as you would like to be
treated.

Imam Mujahid says: “A New Jersey journalist called me for an interview. At the
end of the interview, he told me that | don’t seem to be the type of person my
profile in their record says | am. Later a board member at the Parliament of the
World’s Religions shared with me a profile sent by an Islamophobic US organ-
isation describing me as an extremist. | noticed an almost total drop in media
interviews after that. So investigate the organisation sending you folios. This
may be a part of the $105m funding of the Islamophobia machine as reported
by Time Magazine''.”

1 Manso;)r, Sanya. “U.S. Charities Donated $105 Million to Anti-Muslim Groups.” Time, January 12, 2022. https:/time.
com/6138552/charities-funded-anti-muslim-groups-report



BLOW SOMETHING UP!

The same Canadian journalist, who worked at the CBC, witnessed another ex-
ample of Islamophobia in a news meeting earlier in his career.

Again, it happened under the guise of humour. When colleagues complained
about a “slow news day”, one producer told the junior Muslim journalist: “Quick,
blow something up!”

But the response from the most senior news leader in the room was much
different on that occasion. She immediately called off the meeting, dispersed
the team, apologised to the Muslim associate producer and then called in the
joke-maker to do the same.

The Muslim journalist left the room with far less hurt and on good terms both
with his boss and the person who had made the crude joke.
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ISLAMOPHOBIA DURING
THE GENOCIDE IN GAZA
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Outside of political leadership, Islamopho-
bia has been deployed by civil society
organisations seeking to stifle criticism of
the Israeli government’s policies of apart-
heid against the Palestinian people in the
past and now amid the ongoing crisis. As
reported by the Rutgers Center for Secu-
rity, Race and Rights over the past sev-
eral years, pro-Israeli organisations have
responded to a public shift towards sym-
pathy for Palestinians by increasingly dou-
bling down on anti-Muslim rhetoric.?

For example, in its most recent attempts
to target critics of the Israeli government
in October, the Anti-Defamation League,
in collaboration with the Brandeis Cen-
ter, released a letter to the presidents of
nearly 200 colleges and universities call-
ing on them to investigate pro-Palestinian
student groups for “providing material
support to Hamas”. The American Civ-
il Liberties Union (ACLU) quickly blasted
the move, arguing that the accusations
were made “without citing any evi-
dence” and that “calls to inves-

tigate, disband, or penalize

student groups on the

basis of their exer-

cise of free speech

rights” should be

rejected.® The ADL’s

call not only threat-

ened students’ free

speech but also re-

lied on an anti-Mus-

lim and anti-Palestinian

trope that supporters of

Palestinian human. rights

are by nature violent and

would therefore fund violent

activities abroad.

35

The use of these Islamophobic tropes to
draw suspicion towards Muslim, Pales-
tinian and Arab critics of Israeli apartheid
has also extended to corporations. While
many corporate leaders simply refused to
acknowledge the existence of Palestinian
civilians while releasing public statements,
others explicitly sought to stifle any con-
demnation of Israeli attacks on Gaza, spe-
cifically painting student activists critical
of Israel as biased.

8 Plitnick and Aziz, Presumptively Antisemitic, p. 37.

¢ Anthony Romero et al.,“Open Letter to Colleges and University Leaders: Reject Efforts to Restrict Constitutionally Protected
Speech on Campuses,” American Civil Liberties Union, November 1, 2023, https://www.aclu.org/documents/open-letter-to-
colleges-and-university-leaders-reject-efforts-to-restrict-constitutionally-protected-speech-on-campuses.
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As an example, Citadel LLC CEO Ken-  because they violated the state’s anti-ter-
neth Griffin claimed that he used his con-  rorism statute”.’® In November, Brandeis
siderable influence as a major donor to University became the first private univer-

urge Harvard University administrators to ~ Sity to ban a student chapter of Nation:i!
scome out forcefully in defense of Israel,” Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP).

: ; ; Columbia University administrators report-

seemingly seeking to counter a viral state- e
s 3 edly altered event policies 17 days before

ment released earlier by stu.dents. : When suspending Students for Justice in Pales-
asked by the New York Times if Citadel  tine and Jewish Voice for Peace student
would ever hire the head of astudent group  groups for violating university policies.'
who signed the statement, Griffin report-
edly responded with an unequivocal no.  Since October 2023, traditional and so-
Also in response to the statement released ~ Cial media platforms have also censored
by Harvard students, on social media plat- ~ those who have attempted to raise oons
form X, Pershing Square Capital Manage- cerns regarding thg I‘sraell_ ‘g.overnmen.ts
ment CEO William Ackman publicly called treatment of Palestinian civilians, partic-

N d | i B o : ularly Muslims, Arabs and Palestinians,
or Harvard to release a list of signatories ¢, yher promoting the Islamophobic trope

to CEOs so that they do not “inadvertently  that renders any criticism of Israel unac-
hire any of their members”." Multiple other  ceptable. Both Al Jazeera and Newsweek
CEOs, including those at FabFitFun, Easy-  have produced comprehensive lists of
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PRACTICES

Journalists can avoid Islamophobia

are willing to go deeper than just the
headlines.



Swap “THE MUSLIMS”
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CHECKLIST

Journalists must always avoid red flags which appear in the following catego-
ries. Here are a few questions to help narrate your story.

DEMONISATION
v/ Is it fair criticism?
v/ Isitan exaggeration?
v/ Is this blown out of proportion?

V' Is this symbol, insult or comparison
justifiable?

v/ Is an entire group being demonised
for the actions of an individual?

v/ Does this fall into the category of “ste-
reotypical behaviour” of millions of di-
verse people?

v/ Will this end up accusing people
in your area of having dual loyalty?
Would it still work if you replaced Mus-
lim with any other religion or group?

v Am | repeating a libel or a slander
against them if my source is making
vicious claims or remarks?

v/ Havel given a right to response to the
group this is being levelled against?

DOUBLE STANDARDS

viils a community being singled out
here?

v Will we apply the same level and in-
tensity of this critique if it was not
about Muslims?

\/ Would it be discriminatory, unethical,
career-ending even, If this was being
reported on another religion?




DELEGITIMISATION
VI

v/

If this story was told about another
people, would it also question their
right to exist?

How are you describing the act? Ter-
rorism or mental issues; act of an in-
dividual or collective responsibility of
community; nth-generation foreigner
or a local citizen?

DENIAL

v Is my language balanced and inclu-
sive? Should | reconsider my adjec-
tives after | have written them?

v ltis perfectly okay to criticise Muslims
but is the criticism giving them a right
to explain their position?



THINGS TO AVOID:
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» Don’t use language such as “Islam teach-
es” or “Islam believes”. Religions don’t
teach or believe anything. Religious prac-
titioners do. Be specific as to which Mus-
lim or Muslims teach or promote particular
views, particularly in stories in which such
views might be associated with anti-Mus-
lim tropes (such as Islam and violence).
In a similar vein, avoid language that mis-
treats Islam.

» Don’t assume that religion is the cause
for all negative Muslim behaviour. Don’t
apply the archaic Christian terminology of
“fundamentalist” to Muslims and Islam. It
may create confusion. Saudi Arabians to
the Taliban and Gaddafi at one time or the
other have been described as fundamen-
talist. All three are different.

» Don’t write “Islam is the fastest grow-
ing religion”. In the case of the US where
this myth was perpetuated, it’s most likely
‘Nones’ (religiously unaffiliated) who are
the fastest growing group.

» Don’t allow cartoons to use Muslim-style
dress or other religious symbolism to per-
petuate the image of all Muslims as terror-
ists.

» Don’t fall for the conspiracy theories of
Muslims “taking over”. This myth of Sha-
ria taking over the United States and the
world has resulted in 100-plus bills in US
state legislative bodies denying Muslims
their constitutional rights as Americans
to practise their faith. The French media’s
use of this myth led to the genocide of
Muslims in the Central African Republic.
Indian BJP-RSS coined the hashtag #love-
Jihad, #landJihad and others to create a
conspiracy theory that Muslims are trying
to take over India.
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CHAPTER 11

MISUSED

In the 1940s classic Language in Thought
and Action author SI Hayakawa’s main
takeaway is that true reporting relies on
the avoidance of “loaded words”.

Todd Green says even a word such as
“terrorism” is not something with a broad
agreement on an objective definition.

Violence labelled as terrorism in the me-
dia has often applied to violence carried
out by people with a Muslim (or otherwise
“foreign”) background. Violence by white
extremists, on the other hand, has typically
not been labelled as “terrorism”. Likewise,
violence with a disproportionate impact
on civilians by state actors - the United
States, Israel, etc - rarely gets described
as “terrorism” by journalists. Journalists
should use caution when choosing to ap-
ply - or not apply - the word “terrorism” to
violence targeting civilians.

Here are a few words from Al Jazeera En-
glish’s style guide to help maintain a neu-
tral description of conflicts and fighters.

One
person’s terrorist is another’s freedom
fighter. Do not use these terms unless at-
tributed to a source/person.

- Do not use. Avoid charac-
terising people. Often their actions do the
work for the viewer. Could write “violent
group” if reporting on Boko Haram agree-
ing to negotiate with the government. In
other words, reporting on a violent group
that’s in the news for a non-violent reason.

- Do not use. Journalists
should describe groups and individuals,
by talking about their previous actions and
current aims to give viewers the context
they require, rather than use a simplistic
label.

- Do not use the Arabic term.
Strictly speaking, jihad means an inner
spiritual struggle, not a holy war. It is not
by tradition a negative term. It also means
the struggle to defend Islam against things
challenging it.

- Use this term to describe
individuals who favour confrontational or
violent methods in support of a political
or social cause. For example, you can use
the term to describe Norwegian mass killer
Andres Behring Breivik or Oklahoma City
bomber Timothy McVeigh. But do not use
it to describe a group of people, as in “mil-
itants” or “militant groups” etc.
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BASIC TERMS

Ayatollah
Adhan
Ahl al-kitab

Bismillah
Alhamdulilah

Caliphate
Allah

Dawah
Allahu Akbar Dhikr

Fatwa

As-salaamu alaikum
Figh
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Hadith Mufti
Mullah
Hijab Mussallah
Salat
ljitihad
Shahada
Imam
Insha’Allah Shariah
Sheikh
Sunnah

JazakAllahu Khayran

Ummah

Masijid

Masha’Allah
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